
I
n the vast agony of a nation at war with
itself, the Confederate invasion of the
New Mexico Territory is a minor drama.

The dreams behind it, however, were
grandiose. Rebels dreamed of access to 
the Santa Fe Trail and the gold mines of
Colorado and California. They dreamed 
of fulfilling their manifest destiny and
changing the course of the war. The Union
knew it must deny those dreams. Some
4,000 Union and 3,000 Confederate 
soldiers fought in New Mexico, the west-
ernmost campaign of the Civil War. More
than 280 men died. The Confederacy won
tactical victories at every major battle
before returning empty-handed to Texas,
defeated by harsh land and determined
people. Today, the battlefields are places 
of beauty, of sands and marshes, mesas 
and canyons, where the wind whispers 
of dreams that died and dreams that lived.

www.NEnewmexico.com/civilwar

CIVIL WAR

1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 2

I N  N E W  M E X I C O

IN A NARROW AND WOODED PASS

CALLED GLORIETA, THE ROCKY

CANYON WALLS ONCE ECHOED WITH

ROARING CANNONS AND THE CRIES

OF BRAVE MEN FIGHTING AND DYING. 

THIS BROCHURE IS A TRIBUTE TO

THOSE UNION AND CONFEDERATE

SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT IN THE

NEW MEXICO CAMPAIGN. 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE.

CIVIL WAR SITES IN NEW MEXICO
See newmexico.com/civilwar for more information.

U
se the I-25 corridor to follow a path similar to the ones 
used by both the Union and Confederate armies.

T E X A S B O R D E R T O S O C O R R O :
— La Mesilla was the Confederate western headquarters. 
Visit the plaza, where the Confederate flag hung, and the 
Civil War relics in the Gadsden Museum. 505-526-6293.
— Fort Seldon State Monument, a post-Civil War fort and 
Confederate campsite, has displays and self-guided tours 
that reflect 19th century military life. 505-526-8911.
— Landmarks to note: Organ Mountains and Pass, Jornada 
del Muerto, San Mateo Mountains, Mesa del la Contadera.
— Fort Craig National Historic Site offers brochures and 
self-guided tours. 505-835-0412
— The Civil War Monument honors Confederate soldiers. 
Take the San Marcial, Exit A85 and go east to the monument.
Continue to San Marcial, a small town built after the Valverde
battle. Time has washed away the battlefield, but you can get
an overview using Mesa del la Contadera as a reference point.

S O C O R R O T O A L B U Q U E R Q U E
— Socorro’s historic walking tour visits period houses 
around the plaza. Sibley set up artillery on the southern
bluffs. Some Civil War information can be viewed at the BLM
office. A reenactment takes place around the February 21
anniversary of the Valverde Battle. 505-835-0424
— Old Town Albuquerque’s plaza has replicas of Confederate
cannons. Nearby Albuquerque Museum displays the originals
and has a permanent civil war exhibit. The museum sponsors
a reenactment every October. 505-242-4600.

A L B U Q U E R Q U E T O F O R T U N I O N
— El Rancho de las Golondrinas was used by both the Union
and the Confederacy as a campsite. Now this living museum
has a reenactment every spring. 505-471-2261.
— Santa Fe’s plaza was the end of the Santa Fe Trail. The
Palace of the Governors, where the Confederate flag briefly
flew, is now a museum which contains civil war relics. 
505-827-6483. The rampart ruins of Fort Marcy, a Union
strong-hold, are still visible. 505-955-6200.
— Landmarks to note: Pecos River, Glorieta Creek, Glorieta
Mesa and Glorieta Pass (unmarked).
— See the Glorieta Battlefield Historic Marker. From I-25,
take Glorieta-Pecos Interchange 299 and go east on NM 50. 
The marker is .4 mile on the south.
— Pecos National Historical Park contains ruins of Pecos
Pueblo and protects important Civil War sites, including
Kozlowski’s Ranch and Pigeon’s Ranch. The visitor center 
is a must-see. Limited guided tours of Civil War sites are
scheduled. 505-757-6414, Ext. 1.
— Stroll Las Vegas’s plaza, where Territorial Governor 
Connelly “relocated.” The Rough Riders’ Memorial and 
City Museum has some Civil War relics. 800-832-5947.
— Ft. Union National Monument, pictured on cover, 
is another must-see. Visitor center displays 
and self-guided ruin tours. 505-425-8025.
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CIVIL WAR IN NEW MEXICO

1861 - 1862

“Citizens of New Mexico, your Territory has been
invaded, the integrity of your soil has been attacked
. . . and the enemy is already 
at your doors.”—

U
.S. Territorial Governor 
Henry Connelly’s

clarion call for service,
September 9, 1861. By
January, four thousand
men had volunteered.
The first major battle
took place at Valverde 
on February 21, 1862.

“Come on and help me take
that position or stay back 
and watch men who will.”—

C
onfederate Major John
“Shrop” Shropshire, 

just before he was shot
between the eyes at the 
Battle of Pigeon’s Ranch. 
An estimated 100 men 
died at the three battles of
Glorieta, March 26-28, 1862.

“You’re right on top 
of them, Major.”—

U
.S. Lieutenant
Colonel Manuel

Chaves, pointing down
to Johnson’s Ranch, 
500 feet below Glorieta
Mesa, as he spoke to
Major John “Fighting
Parson” Chivington,
March 28, 1862. Two
hours later, Chivington’s
battalion rappelled down
and destroyed the entire
70-wagon Confederate
supply train, leaving the
Confederacy no choice
but retreat.

“My dear sir, we beat the enemy
where we encountered them. 
The famished country 
beat us.”—

G
eneral Sibley, in a personal
letter to the father of a

fallen Federal soldier. In both
major battles, Valverde and
Pigeon’s Ranch, the Confed-
erates were victorious. In the
skirmishes at Albuquerque and
Peralta, the Rebels repelled attacks
against their defensive positions.

“Then came the grandeur 
of battle, the test of bravery,
the madness of despair. 
With wild, fierce yells that
reached far above the roar 
of artillery . . . this mass of
excited humanity rushed 
fearlessly on.”—

U
.S. Captain Jacob 
Downing, reporting on

the Battle of Pigeon’s Ranch.
Although the Confederacy
won the battle, this was the
closest they would ever get
to Fort Union.

April 12, 1861
Confederate forces
fire on Fort Sumter.
Lincoln declares 
war on the 15th.

April 28, 1861
Henry Hopkins 
Sibley resigns 
commission 
in U.S. Army.

Early July 1861
A Confederate 
invasion of New
Mexico Territory 
is authorized.

July 25, 1861
Union abandons
Fort Fillmore.

September 9, 1861
U.S. Territorial
Governor urges 
New Mexicans 
to arms.

December 7, 1861
Union 2nd Colorado
Volunteers march to
Fort Garland and
points south.

February 7, 1862
Confederate 
regiment moves
towards Fort Craig.

February 21, 1862
Battle of Valverde.
Confederate 
victory. Tactical
Union retreat.

February 23, 1862
Confederates head
north, leaving 
Union forces at 
their backs.

March 2, 1862
Confederates enter 
Albuquerque. Union
fires supply depot
before abandoning.

March 11, 1862
Union 1st Colorado 
Regiment reaches 
Fort Union after forced
march from Denver.

March 13, 1862
Confederate 
advance 
enters 
Santa Fe.

March 22, 1862
Union forces leave 
Fort Union and 
march toward 
Santa Fe.

March 27, 1862
Union reinforce-
ments arrive 
at Kozlowski’s 
Ranch.

March 26, 1862
Battle of 
Apache
Canyon. 
Union victory.

March 28, 1862
Battle of Pigeon’s 
Ranch. Confederate
wins battle but supply
train is destroyed.

April 8-9, 1862
Union feint attack
against Confederacy
in Albuquerque.

April 12, 1862
Union forces 
reoccupy 
Santa Fe.

April 14, 1862
Union forces from Fort
Union meet up with
forces from Fort Craig.

April 15, 1862
Standoff
skirmish 
at Peralta.

Late April 1862
Confederates retreat 
around the San Mateo 
Mountains to avoid 
Fort Craig.

May 1, 1862
Confederates straggle into 
La Mesilla and abandon 
New Mexico campaign.

April 9, 1865
Confederacy 
surrenders at
Appomattox
Court House.

March 20, 1862
Confederate
column leaves
Albuquerque.
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